
 

 

LANGLEY HIGH SCHOOL  

PTSA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

May 8, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER President Patty Burgess called to order the general membership meeting at 

9:02am. 

 

TRENDS IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PRESENTATION 
Career Center Specialist - Hannah Wolff 

 

• Langley students get into college, and they get into good schools. 

• Provided college entrance data for the classes of 2017 and 2018; data for class of 2019 is 
still being compiled. 

• Class of 2017 – Accepted into 148 different schools,  
40 % in state 
85% at 4-year schools 
8.9% at 2-year colleges 

o The top in-state schools for the class of 2017:  Virginia Tech, Northern Virginia 
Community College, Virginia Commonwealth University, George Mason University, 
University of Virginia, James Madison University, William & Mary, Christopher Newport, 
and Mary Washington 

o The top out-of-state schools for the class of 2017:  Penn State, University of Maryland, 
Indiana, USC, Villanova, Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi  

• Class of 2018 - Accepted into 135 different schools 
50% in state 

o Top in-state schools:  University of Virginia, Northern Virginia Community College, 
Virginia Tech, Virginia Commonwealth University, William & Mary, James Madison 
University, George Mason University, Mary Washington, and Marymount 

o Top out-of-state schools:  Penn State, Miami of Ohio, Purdue, Indiana, Auburn, Carnegie 
Mellon, CU Boulder, USC, Coastal Carolina, and Auburn 

o Trends in the Class of 2018 
Submitted 3,195 applications to 270 colleges 
10 students studying outside of US 
28% applied Early Decision 
35% of those matriculated to that Early Decision school 
More than 67% applied either Early Action (EA), Early Decision (ED), or 
Restrictive Early Action (REA). 

• We do get into college!  Students are happy. 

• Test scores – many schools are moving away from test scores; however, some good schools, 
such as Vanderbilt, still require scores.  FairTest.org webpage lists test optional schools. 

• Trying to stay on top of schools in financial trouble and schools that may close or may have 
to merge with other schools.  Not many schools, and not ones Langley students tend to look 
at. 



 

 

• Early Action (EA) vs Early Decision (ED) 
o More and more selective schools are taking students through Early Decision; seeing 

more taken/accepted through Early Action.  Virginia Tech took most of its applicants 
through Early Decision and Early Action.   

o Early Decision is a binding contract; students can only apply to one Early Decision 
school.  If you apply Early Decision and are accepted, then the student is done and will 
go to the school that accepted them under Early Decision. 

o Early Action – students can apply to several.  If accepted Early Action, students can still 
apply to other school, unlike Early Decision. 

o There are challenges with apply Early Action.  If not accepted when applying Early 
Action, some schools defer applications while others, like UVA, will probably not accept 
you at all.  Virginia Tech doesn’t look at senior year grades. 

o When is the right time to apply?  Dartmouth admitted 46% through Early Decision and 
8.7% through regular admission. 

o Schools used to take about 20% through Early Decision; now can be up to 40% to 65%. 
o Early Action and Early Decision students also tend to include athletes, development 

applicants (legacies), etc. 
o Early Decision is not a sure deal that you will get in.  Need to understand the school your 

student is applying to. 
o Overall, colleges prefer students that can full pay; full pay kids are always preferred. 

• Demonstrated interest – some colleges pay attention if you are opening their emails, have 
visited the school, applied early, and have reached out to admission staff.  Access and 
equity – like to promote it.  Students should find out if colleges they are interested in track 
interest and what that means to the school. 

• Betsy Shomaker – admissions officers/counselors watch to see how many times students 
check their student portal 

• Further Context:  How Colleges read files 
o Some colleges don’t read applications & are data driven 
o For other schools, such as JMU, the coursework is important but extra curriculars are 

also considered.  

• Essays – personal, writing about one event is usually better than a chronological summary 
of life. 

• Coalition Application – developed because the Common App had problems.  However, it is 
not viewed as being user friendly.  UVA and Dartmouth just dropped out.  Colleges don’t 
care which way you apply. 

• Reach out if you have questions 
 

Presentation concluded at 9:42AM. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES (posted online) from 03/12/2019.  Kitty Gonzalez, Terri 
Markwart.  All approved. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 



 

 

• Hannah Wolff’s program will be posted on the PTSA website. 

• In my final meeting, I cannot thank everyone enough for taking on various volunteer roles. 

• Thank you for helping your school and for just being here. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS 

• Treasurer – Eric Reed 
o Eric could not attend today.   
o Patty Burgess said PTSA is in good financial shape.  Helping to buy a new marquee out 

front and will be appropriating lots of money in the coming weeks. 

• Legacy Tree and the Prom - Chrissie Lavin  
o Brought prototypes of silver, copper, and gold leaves. 
o The Courtyard Renovation Project is going well.  We would like to knock the whole thing 

out in one fell swoop, but we currently don’t have enough money to renovate all 3 
courtyards. 

o Information on how to buy/donate is on the PTSA website. 
o The Legacy Tree is a lasting, beautiful piece of wall art that will hang on the wall across 

from the main office.  
o On a separate subject, Prom tickets cost $80.00/each and are available on 

MySchoolbucks.com.  Tickets will be distributed next week. 
o Being held at Mellon Auditorium, still needs volunteers to chaperone. 
o Terri Markwhart said Prom is really a fun night.  It’s a different vibe, and you are barely 

able to see your own kids. 

• Election of 2019-2020 Slate of Officers 
o The slate of officers was introduced: 

President – Laura Skeen 
President Elect – Kitty Gonzalez 
1st VP, Membership – Jennisse Silvestri 
2nd VP, Fundraising – Annette Bellino 
3rd VP, Professional Dev. Fund – Kathie Schoff 
4th VP, Appropriations – Jamie Loving 
Recording Secretary – Jill Holloman 
Corresponding Secretary – Katie Connolly 
Treasurer – Lisa Givens 

o Motion to approve.  All approved. 
 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

• First off, thank you to Patty Burgess for all she has done. 

• FCPS On! 
o The FCPS On / LapTop Program is meant to support numerous initiatives or attributes 

that FCPS wants to provide to students to make them successful in the 21st century 
o FCPS wants to provide equitable access to student learning for every student. 



 

 

o Some parts of Fairfax county are more impacted than others.  Langley hasn’t been as 
impacted. 

o FCPS wants to develop a portrait of Graduate Attributes, to prepare students for 
tomorrow’s workforce. 

o FCPS wants to provide professional Learning for educators.  Devices will not replace 
teachers.  On the contrary, they are meant to provide opportunities for ongoing 
dynamic professional learning for teachers. 

o Reinforce Digital Citizenship:  Many Langley students have their own laptops, need to 
ensure that all students have access. 

o Tech Support Fee 
Not calling it insurance, but it acts as insurance. 
Fee assessed yearly. 
Takes away the concern about the laptop safety, repairs will be taken care of 
here/on site. 

 

• Questions/Concerns 
o How can we ensure that the provided laptops are used only for educational purposes?  

Filters in place to keep students from loading things not approved by FCPS. 
o Is there any way for parents to monitor the use of the laptop?  Nothing that Principal 

Greer knows of.  FCPS uses filters to block access to sites that FCPS doesn’t want 
students or faculty to get onto. 

o Can parents decline the laptop?  Yes, but highly suggested that you don’t decline.  
Laptops will be loaded with FCPS websites/programs used for classes.  Goal is to lessen 
the physical loads that kids carry in backpacks.  Langley can’t load the programs onto 
private laptops.  Families would have to buy these programs themselves. 

o Added screen time concern – adding 6 hours of screen time to students lives.  Chantilly 
pyramid selected as pilot program for past 3 years.  Explained that should see laptops 
opening & closing throughout each class.  Instruction will continue to drive the use of 
the laptop. 

o Always been an expectation in SRR that students are compliant with FCPS SRR.  
o Concern about speed of computers when entire school is attempting to log in. 
o Laptops will be issued for the entire time the student is at Langley but will be collected 

during the summer.  The same laptop will be re-issue in the fall. 
o High schools are getting laptops first.  Middle school will be implemented in a year or 

two, then elementary school last. 
o Concern about those who struggle with screen time.  FCPS is filtering out some sites, but 

parents allowed to confiscate laptops if they feel the need. 
o Concern about battery life of laptops.  Been told battery life is about 6 hours.  Schools 

will be purchasing strips.  Will be stressing that students should plug in their laptops 
overnight.  Recognize the strong possibility that batteries won’t last 6 hours and 
providing ways to recharge.  

o YouTube videos and other applications are sometimes assigned as part of class.  Will 
firewalls only provide access to specific videos so that kids won’t travel down the 
YouTube rabbit hole?  Langley Technology Specialist, Mr. Choobineh, indicated that 



 

 

FCPS blocks entire sites for everyone.  Can’t block specific sites for specific students.  
This is a work in progress.  Lots of legitimate questions.  Every FCPS computer will have a 
specific name & will have certain things/sites blocked.  We will be working with 
everyone as the school year progresses.  The laptops can be logged into home networks. 

o Langley updated its server this year.  Concerns remain about downloading.  If turn off 
Langley network & use their own data, students will be able to download the site. 

o Need storage lockers especially for athletes & musicians. 

• Thanked everyone for questions and openness to new things. 
 
Adjourned: 10:29am 
Respectfully Submitted by Annette Bellino 


